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Dabhade, Pralhad Niraji and Khando Ballal Chitnis, all
dressed as Lingayat pilgrims,' left Yislialgad fort. They
clung as long as they could to the Sahyadri hills. Going
due south they halted at Sonda. Thence they went to
Bednur, where the Rani, a feudatory of the Maratha king,
welcomed the fugitives. But the news of Rajaram's flight
had reached the ears of the emperor. All the imperial
officers in southern India were warned and their vigilance
commanded. Some of the groups were surprised and
killed. Rajaram and his party reached Bangalore safely.
This place, as I have already mentioned, had fallen into
Moghul hands during the dispute between Harji Mahadik
and Keshav Ping]e; and a close watch was kept for the
Maratha fugitives. The royal party halted at tho rest
house. There Rajaram's servants began to wash their
master's feet. One servant poured water over them,
another brought a towel and got ready to dry them. The
deference paid by these servants to Rajaram, so in consistent
with the equality of pilgrims, aroused the suspicions of
some other travellers. They were Canarese and began in
their own tongue to discuss the incident and the possibility
that the party were political fugitives. In the end they
resolved to go to the fort and tell the Musulman commandant
their suspicions. Happily, one of Rajaram's comrades
understood Canarese and when the travellers left the rest
house, he informed the regent and his companions of their
peril. The devoted loyalty of Khando Ballal Chitnis found
a way of escape. The regent, he said, Santaji Ghorpado,
Dhanaji Jadav and Khanderao Dabhade should go by one
route; Pralhad Niraji and one or two others should go by
another route. He, one ParasnLs, and the regent's servants
would stay behind and stoutly maintain their character as
pilgrims. When they had baffled the enquiries of the
imperial officers, they would all meet at a given spot,
The generous offer of Khando Ballal was accepted and the
regent and PralhaS Niraji left by. different ways. An hour

* In one sanaxi they are said to have been diggoisod as kapdi t. e, doth sellcra*